Just received from Mark Engman at UNICEF USA … this was cleared by the UNICEF Regional Office.  It is not available in a separate document, only as email text per below.  More potential language for the fact sheet…
 
Best,
 
Philip
 
 
Does UNICEF have estimates on the number of unacompanied / children without guardians or parents,  fleeing the conflict in Ukraine? 
  
We are hearing anecdotal reports of heartbreaking stories of children arriving alone at border points, however we do not have systematic data yet. 
  
Nearly 100,000 children in Ukraine were living in institutional care - orphanages and boarding schools - when the crisis escalated; nearly half are children with disabilities. The vast majority of children in orphanages and institutional care in Ukraine have a living parent or extended family. Many of these institutions are trying to evacuate children to safety in neighboring countries or beyond. Saving lives is paramount and every child has the right to seek asylum. It is critical that moving children to safely without their families does not hinder their prospect for family reunification in the future.  
  
The Government of Ukraine has issued clear directives to all child care facilities, including orphanages and boarding schools, on how to organize their evacuation if needed. This includes clear instructions on child to caregiver ratios, the need to ensure they travel with as much documentation as possible, and the requirement to notify Ukriane councilor services when they arrive to a neighboring country. 
  
Countries neighboring Ukraine can and should take some important steps. This includes establishing and strengthening screening processes to identify unaccompanied and separated children at the borders, including immediate screening of mini-buses and buses that are transporting multiple children, as well as establishing and strengthening safe spaces for children at border crossings and other strategic sites staffed with social workers and child psychologists where identified children can be referred and provided immediate support.  
  
Should be EU legislation on adoptions be relaxed during a conflict? 
  
No. Displacement in an emergency should not be used as a justification for expediting adoption or inter-country adoption and circumventing international standards. Adoptions should always be made in the best interests of the child, with full respect for the rights of the child. UNICEF supports intercountry adoption, when pursued in conformity with the standards and principles of the 1993 Hague  Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoptions.  
  
What are the challenges people may face in adopting children from conflict zones? 
  
Children who are separated from their parents in an emergency cannot be assumed to be orphans and are not available for adoption. Until the fate of a child's parents or other close relatives can be verified, each separated child – even those who were living in residential care – is considered as still having living close relatives. A full best interest assessment that follows international standards must be undertaken for every child without family care, led by statutory child protection authorities in the countries where children are.    
    
How can we best help or support a child orphaned by conflict? 
  
UNICEF offices around the world support the strengthening of child protection systems. We work with governments, UN partners and civil society to protect vulnerable families, to ensure that robust legal and policy frameworks are in place and to build capacity of the social welfare, justice and law enforcement sectors. 
  
To protect children in Ukraine and children on the move, UNICEF is appealing for US$ 349 million to prevent a further deterioration of the welfare of children and their families in Ukraine and in neighbouring countries to ensure the provision of critical life-saving support. This includes US$ 276 million for immediate needs within Ukraine covering a 3-month period, and US$ 73 million for needs in neighbouring countries covering a 6-month period. 
  
Flexible contributions from donors will enable UNICEF and partners to take prompt actions to meet the growing needs and fulfill the rights of children and their families affected by the Ukraine crisis. 
  
We can’t do it without you. Your support is essential to help us ensure children who are unaccompanied or alone, get the best possible services and support they need. 
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